tremendously, there will be great difficulty in maintaining these gains
after the war. When the shooting is over the plants responsible for
the current boom will shut down entirely, or production will be
sharply curtailed. And a glance at the record shows that there is a
heavy concentration of this type of industry and activity. The South
is packed with Army camps, shipbuilding, airplane and munitions
plants further account for much of our industrial development. None
of these offers a rosy future as a peacetime investment.

Lasseter added: -
- The South faces a grave readjustment. Having had its first taste of

prosperity resulting from increased industrial activity, it is slated to
lose the source of this prosperity”

e

lngd&:withouf«saying‘ that expansion and building of new industries in the
{ack:Belt would, of course, have its influence among the Negro people. Such a
process would lead to the extension of the working class base among the Negro
people. Instead of de-limiting the national characteristics of the Negro people,
[ 1f:vslfopdéljihi:lp‘importantly to develop the national consciousness of the Negro
| people:and thus accelerate the realization of the aim of self-determination. The
"7 extension.of ‘the ‘working class base in the oppressed Negro nation is

funidamentally the guarantee of the successful forward movement of the national

- liberation cause of the entire Negro people.

Self-Determination — A Guiding Principle

It is my opinion that we again must raise the right of self-determination for the
Negro people in the Black Belt, not as a slogan of immediate action, but
essentially as a programmatic demand. It might perhaps be argued that, raised in this
manner, the slogan is academic and should therefore not be raised at all. Such
criticism fails to take into account the difference between a slogan advanced as
an issue on the order of the day and a guiding principle.

We must place the question in terms of historical perspective, taking into
account concretely the stage of the Negro liberation movement today and the
present practical struggle for full Negro rights, on behalf of which there must be
established both the broadest Negro unity and the broadest Negro and white
alliance. Between the current struggles and the programmatic slogan here
advanced there is no conflict, but a vital interconnection. The goal of national
self-determination should serve as a beacon to the day-to-day struggles for Negro
rights and should serve to hasten the realization of the right to self-determi-
nation.
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Women'’s Rights

"From 1947-52 — active in national women’s movements
and united front movements such as the Congress of
American Women; National Council of Negro Women"

Autobiographical History

"These special forms of oppression particularly affect
the working women, the farm women and the triply
oppressed Negro women; but, in varying degrees, they
help us to determine the inferior status of women in all
classes of society.”

International Women's Day and the Struggle for Peace

Introduction

Claudia Jones became a political prisoner for writing and delivering an Interna-
tional Women's Day address which in its original form was titled “International
Women's Day and the Struggle for Peace” and republished in pamphlet form by
the National Women's Commission, CPUSA as "Women in the Struggle for
Peace and Security” (both in 1950). This section on Women's Rights includes
that historic essay and contains three (3) other representative essays, all dated
from 1949-1953. These essays are more mature and illustrate her gender-related
work as an activist and theoretician on women's rights.

In 1947, when the first of these essays appear, she would have been thirty-two
years old. “For New Approaches to Our Work Among Women," was actually an
internal discussion piece, its title signaling the start of this new Claudia Jones-led
initiative when she was secretary of the Women's Commission of the CPUSA but
also involved in other women's organizations. All the subsequent essays on women's
rights stem from this beginning point even though, of course, they take a variety
of different angles, nevertheless to get at a series of core ideas that she saw as
relevant. In this essay, we see her challenging the CP hierarchy on race and gender
as she takes apart its draft resolution which was supposed to be building a peace
coalition. Her position is: Where are women in this? Where are black and working
class women? In her first sentence, she states that the resolution did not “sufficiently
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the world. There are numerous stories attesting to the self-sacrificial way in
which East African mothers offered themselves to the slave traders in order to
savé their sons and Hottentot women refused food during famines until after
their children were fed.

It is impossible within the confines of this article to relate the terrible
sufferings and degradation undergone by Negro mothers and Negro women
generally under slavery. Subject to legalized rape by the slave owners, confined
to slave pens, forced to march for eight to fourteen hours with loads on their
backs and to perform back-breaking work even during pregnancy, Negro women
bore a burning hatred for slavery and undertook a large share of the responsibility
for defending and nurturing the Negro family.

The Negro mother was mistress in the slave cabin and despite the interference
of master or overseer, her wishes in regard to mating and in family matters was
paramount. During and after slavery, Negro women had to support themselves
and the-children, necessarily playing an important role in the economic and
social life of her people. '

The Negro Woman Worker

The negligible participation of Negro women in progressive and trade-union
circles is thus all the more startling. In union after union, even in those unions
where a large concentration of workers are Negro women, few Negro women are
to be found as leaders or active workers. The outstanding exceptions to this are
the Food and Tobacco Workers' Union and the United Office and Professional
Workers' Union.

‘But why should these be exceptions? Negro women are among the most militant
trade unionists. The sharecroppers' strikes of the 30s were spark-plugged by Negro
women. Subject to the terror of the landlord and white supremacist, they waged
magnificent battles together with Negro men and white progressives in that
struggle of great tradition led by the Communist Party. Negro women played a
magnificent part in the pre-ClIO days in strikes and other struggles, both as workers
and as wives of workers, to win recognition of the principle of industrial unionism,
in such industries as auto, packing, steel, etc. More recently, the militancy of Negro
women unionists is shown in the strike of the packing-house workers and even
more so, in the tobacco workers' strike — in which such leaders as Moranda Smith
and Velma Hopkins emerged as outstanding trade unionists. The struggle of the
tobacco workers led by Negro women later merged with the political action of
Negroes and whites which led to the election of the first Negro in the South (in
Winston-Salem, NC) since Reconstruction days.

It is incumbent on progressive unionists to realize that in the fight for equal
rights for Negro workers, it is necessary to have a special approach to Negro
“women workers, who, far out of proportion to other women workers, are the main
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bread-winners in their families. The fight to retain the Negro woman in industry
and to upgrade her on the job is a major way of struggling for the basic and special
interests of the Negro woman worker. Not to recognize this feature is to miss the
special aspects of the effects of the growing economic crisis, which is penalizing
Negro workers, particularly Negro women workers with special severity.

The Domestic Worker

One of the crassest manifestations of trade-union neglect of the problems of
the Negro women worker has been the failure, not only to fight against
relegation of the Negro woman to domestic and similar menial work, but also to
organize the domestic worker. It is merely lip-service for progressive unionists to
speak of organizing the unorganized without turning their eyes to the serious
plight of the domestic worker, who, unprotected by union standards, is also the
victim of exclusion from all social and labour legislation. Only about one in ten
of all Negro women workers are to be found in states having minimum-wage
laws. All of the arguments heretofore projected with regard to the real difficulties
of organizing the domestic workers — such as the "casual” nature of their employ- ..
ment, the difficulties of organizing day workers, the problem of organizing
people who work in individual households, etc., must be overcome forthwith:
There is a danger that Social-Democratic forces may enter this field to do their
work of spreading disunity and demagogy, unless progressives act quickly.

The lot of the domestic worker is one of unbearable misery. Usually, she has
no definition of tasks in the household where she works. Domestic workers may
have “thrown in,” in addition to cleaning and scrubbing, such tasks as washing
windows, caring for the children, laundering, cooking, etc. and all at the lowest
pay. The Negro domestic worker must suffer the additional indignity, in some
areas, of having to seek work in virtual “slave markets" on the streets where bids
are made, as from a slave block, for the hardiest workers. Many a domestic
worker, on returning to her own household, must begin housework anew to keep
her own family together.

Who was not enraged when it was revealed in California, in the heinous case
of Dora Jones, that a Negro woman domestic was enslaved for more than 40
years in "civilized” America? Her "employer” was given a minimum sentence of
a few years and complained that the sentence was for “such a long period of
time." But could Dora Jones, Negro domestic worker, be repaid for more than 40-
years of her life under such conditions of exploitation and degradation? And how
many cases, partaking in varying degrees of the condition of Dora Jones, are still
tolerated by progressives themselves!

Only recently, in the New York State Legislature, legislative proposals were
made to "fingerprint” domestic workers. The Martinez Bill did not see the light
of day, because the reactionaries were concentrating on other repressive
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