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THE Brack WoMAN -

mothers but also as domestics are vet another instance of Black
women penalized on two counts and forced into roles which are
extensions of those of white women, Where the white woman is the
wife, the Black woman is the mother on welfare and the bearer of
future workers for the state; where the white woman is the call girl
" or mistress, the Black woman is the street prosutute, where th ':
white woman is marned to a man who can afford it, a Black woman
takes over the care of the home and children for her. In short, to be
'a Black woman is to operate almost totally as a physical body with-
out-the inducements offered her white counterpart. While white
females are sexual objects, Black women are sexual laborers;
White females are the tokens amorig women in this society, m that
they have the titles, but not the power, while Black women have
neither—although Black women are frequently described by the
white agency in terms that suggest power, such as “strong,” “dom
neering.” “matriarchal,” and “emasculating.” As was suggested ea
Lier in this article, when we are defined by those other than
ourselves, the qualities ascribed to us are not in our interests, but
rather reflect the nature of the roles which we are intended to pl &
But the dommmn of the kitchen and the welfare apartment ary
_ hardly powerful vantage points.

What we truly are as women or as Black women or human being

“or groups is an unknown quantity insofar as we have not det
mined our own destiny. We have an obligation as Black women
project ourselves into the revolution to destroy these institution
‘which not only oppress Blacks but women as well, for if those | in
tutions continue to flourish, they will be used against us in the con
tinuing battle of mind over body.

Double Jeopardy
To Be Black

and Female

Frances Beale

attempting to. analyze the situation of the Black woman in -
nerica, one crashes abruptly into a solid wall of grave misconcep-
ons, outright distortions of fact, and defensive attitudes on the
part'._of malty. The system of capitalism (and its afterbirth—
cism) under which we all live has attempted by many devious
ys and means to destroy the humanity of all people, and partic-
at_ly the humanity of Black people. This has meant an outrageous
saulf on every Black man, woman, and child who reside in the
ted States. '
11 keeping with its goal of destroying the Black race’s will to re-
its §ubjugati0n, capitalism found it necessary to create a situa-
‘where the Black man found it impossible to find meaningful
roductive employment: More often than not, he couldn’t find
kof any kind. And the Black woman likewise was manipulated
the_ system, economically exploited and physically assaulted. She
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could often find work in the white man’s kitchen, however, and
" sometimes became the sole breadwinner of the family. This
predicament has led to many psychological problems on the part of
both man and woman and has contributed to the turmoil that we
find in the Black family structure. :
Unfortunately, neither the Black man nor the Black woman un:
derstood the true nature of the forces working upon them. Many
Black women tended to accept the capitalist &valuation of man
hood and womanhood and believed, in fact, that Black men wer
shiftless and lazy, otherwise they would get a job and support thei
families as thejf ought to. Personal relationships between Blac
“men and women were thus torn asunder and one result has bee
the separation of man from wife, mother from child, etc.
America has defined the roles to which each indivislual shol
subscribe. It has defined “manhood” iri terms of its own interests an
“femininity” likewise. Therefore, an individual who has a good jo
makes a lot of money, and drives a Cadillac is a real “man;” and co
versely, an individual who is lacking in these “qualities” is less 0
man. The advertising media in this country continuously inform 1
American male of his need for indispenSable signs of his virility
the brand of cigarettes that cowboys prefer, the whiskey that ha
masculine tang, or the label of the jock strap that athletes wear..
The ideal model that is projected for a 'woman is to be s
rounded by hypecritical homage and estranged from all real wo
spending idle hours primping and preening, obsessed with’
spicuous consumption, and limiting life’s functions to simply
role. We unqualitatively reject'these respective models. A wo
who stays at home caring for children and the house often leads
extremely sterile existence. She must lead her entire life as a sat
to her mate. He goes out into society and brings backa little pi
of the world for her. His interests and his understanding 0
~ world become her own and she cannot develop herself as an
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_Yidual having been reduced to only a biological function, This kind
of w?man leads a parasitic existence that can aptly be described as

.iegall_zed prostitution. * '

Furthermore it is idle dreaming to think of Black women sim-

ly caring for their homes and children like the middle-class white

‘model. Most Black women have to work to help house, feed, and
clothe their families, Black women make up a substantial percent-

ge of the Black working force, and thisis true for the poorest Black
rpily as well as the so-called “middle-class” family, |

| Black women were never afforded any such phony luxuries
hopgh we have been browbeaten with this white image, the r'ealiq;
f the degrading and dehumanizing jobs that were relegated to us
uickly dissipated this mirage of womanhood. The following ex-
erpts from a speech that Sojourner Truth made at a Women’s
gh.ts Convention in the nineteenth century show us how mis-
ad}ng.and incomplete a life this model represents for us: '

e Well, chilern, whar dar is so much racket dar must be
something out o kilter. I tink dat "twixt de niggers of de Souf
gnd de women at de Norf all a talkin’ ’bout rights, de white
;men will be in a fix pretty soon. But what's all dis here talkin’
'lbout? Dat man ober dar say dat women needs to be helped
into carriages, and lifted ober ditches, and to have de best
place every whar. Nobody ever help me into carriages, or
ober mud puddles, or gives me any best places, . . . and arn’t
Ia woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! . . . I have plowed
‘and planted, and gathered into barns, and no man coulc;
ead me—and ar’nt I a woman? I could work as much as a
idn (when I could get it), and bear de lash as well—and
.’I.lt I a woman? T have borne five chilérn and T seen ’em
.ps’ all sold off into slavery, and when I cried out with a
other’s grief, none but Jesus heard—and ar’nt I a woman?




Tue Brack WOMAN

. Unfortunately, thefe seems to be some confusion in the Move-
" ment today as to who has been oppressing whom. Since the advent
of Black power, the Black male has exerted a more prominent lead-
“ership role in our struggle for justice in this country. He sees the
system for what it really is for the most part, but where he rejects its
‘values and mores on many issues, when it comes to women, he
seems to take his guidelines from the pages of the Ladies’ Home
Journal. Certain Black men are maintaining that they have been
castrated by society but that Biack women somehow escaped this
persecution and even contributed to this emasculation. .' '
Let me state here and now that the Black woman in America can
justly be described asa“slave of a slave” By reducing the Black man
in America to such abject oppression, the Black woman had n
protector and was used, and is still being used in some cases, as th
scapegoat for the eyils that this horrendous system has perpetrate
on Black men. Her physical image has been maliciously maligned
she has beeh' sexually molested and abused by the white colonizer
she has suffered the worse kind of economic exploitation, havin
been forced to serve as the white womar’s maid and wet nurse fo
white offspring while her own children were more often than no
starving and neglected. Tt is the depth of degradation to be sociall

.manipulated, physically raped, used to undermine your ow
houschold, and to be powerless to reverse this syndrome. :

" Tt is true that our busbands, fathers, brothers, and sons ha
been emasculated, lynched, and brutalized. They have suffere
from the cruelest assault on mankind that the world has ev
known. However, it is a gross distortion of fact to state that Bla
women have opptessed Black men. The capitalist system found
expedient to enslave and oppress them and proceeded to d
without consultation or the signing of any agreements with Bl

women. _ .
It must also be pointed out at this time that Black women ate
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not resentful of the rise to power of Black men. We welcome it, We
ee 1n it the eventual liberation of all Black people from this corl;u t
system of capitalism. Nevertheless, this does not mean that yopu
ave to negate one for the other. This kind of thinking is a product
of miseducation; that it’s either X or it’s Y, It is fallacious reasonin
that in order for the Black man to be strong, the Black woman haf '

tobeweak.

Those who are exerting their “manhood” by telling Black
women to step back into a domestic, submissive role are assuming
counter- revolutionary position. Black women likewise have been
'bused by the system and we must begin talking about the elimina- |
ion of all kinds of oppression. If we are talking about building a
Ftong nation, capable of throwing off the yoke of capitalist op?rés—
;pn, then we are talking about the total involvement of every man
4(.)_man, and child, each with a highly de{reloped political ‘con—’
ciousness. We need our whole arniy out there dealing with the
nemy and not half an army. o
.'Th'ere are also some Black women who feel that there is no
m_q.re productive role in life than having and raising children. This
ttitude often reflects the conditioning of the society in whis;h we
_\‘fe_; and is gdopted from a bourgeois white model. Some young sis- |
ers who have never had to maintain-a household and accep% the
qnﬁnin‘g role which this entails tend to romanticize (along with
e help of a few brothers) this role of housewife and mother. Black
:Qmen who have had to endure this kind of fuhction are less apt to
ave these utopian visions. ‘ ' |
T%ms'e who prqject in an intellectual manner how great and re-
arding this role will be and who feel that the most important
iitg that they can contribute to the Black nation is children are
oing themselves a great injustice. This line of reasoning com-
Letely negates the contributions that Black women have histori-
lly made to our struggle for liberation. These Black women
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-include Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Mary McLeod Bethune
and Fannie Lou Hamer, to name but a few. :

We live in a highly industrialized society and every member of

the Black nation must be as academically and technologically de-
. veloped as possible. To wage a revolution, we ne'ed co'mpe?n
teachers, doctors, nurses, electronics experts, chemists, biologists.
physicists, political scientists, and so on and so'ff)rth.. Black women
sitting at home reading bedtime stories to their children are jus

not going to make it.

Economic Exploitation of Black Women

The e;onomic system of capitalism finds it expedient to red_t_}c
women to a state of enslavement. They oftentimes serve as a scap .
goét for the evils of this system. Much in the same way that the 1?90
white cracker of the South, who is equally victimized, looks doxt_\r._
upon Blacks and contributes to the oppression O.f Blac].&s, so,byg
ing to men a false feeling of superiority (at}east in th-elr own hong,
or in their relationships with women), the oppression of wor?e
acts as an escape valve for capitalism. Men may be crgelly exploite
and subjected to all sorts of dehumanizing tactics on the part of h
ruling class, but they have someone who is below them—-—-—aﬁ __l_e_
they’re not women. . .
Women also represent a surplus labor supply, the control
which is absolutely necessary to the plfoﬁtable functioning.of capi
talism. Women are systematically exploited by the system. The
paid less for the same work that men do,_. and jobs that are spe.c.
cally relegated to women are low-paying and without the pos§1.
ity of advancement. Statistics from the Women’s Bureau of the
" Department of Labor show that in 1967 the wage scale for wh
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women was even below that of Black men; and the wage scale for
non-white women was the lowest of all:

White Males : $6704

_ Non—%ite Males _ $4277

- White Females - $3991
Non-White Fernales $2861

Those industries which employ mainly Black women are the
most exploitive in the country. Domestic and hospital workers.are
ood examples of this oppression; the garment workers in New
ork City provide us with another view of this economic slavery.
'_he_ International Ladies Garment Workers Union (ILGWU), .
those overwhelming membership consists of Black and Puerto
ican women, has a leadership that is nearly all Iily—white and male,
his leadership has been working in collusion with the ruling class
nd has completely sold its soul to the corporate structure,

To add insult to injury, the ILGWU has invested heavily in busi-
ess enterprises in racist, apartheid South Africa—with unjon
inds. Not only does this bought-off leadership contribute to our
ontinued exploitation in this country by not truly representing
1¢ best interests of its membership, but it audaciously uses funds
at Black and Puerto Rican women have provided to support the
onomy of a vicious government that is engaged in the economic
pe and murder of our Black brothers and sisters in our Mother-
ﬁd,'Africa.

The entire labor movement in the United States has suffered as
esult of the super-exploitation of Black workers and women. The
ions have historically been racist and chauvinistic. They have
held racism in this country and have failed to fight the white skin
ivileges of white workets, They have failed to fight or even make
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an issue against the inequities in the hiring and pay of women
workers. There has been virtually no struggle against either the
racism of the white worker or the economic exploitation of the
working womian, two factors which have consistently impeded
the advancement of the real struggle against the ruling class.

This racist, chauvinistic, and manipulative use of Black workers
and women, especially Black women, has been a severe cancer on
the American labor scene. It therefore becomes essential for those
who understand the workings of capitalism and imperialism to re-
alize that the exploitation of Black people and women works |
everyone’s disadvantage and that the liberation of these two grou
is a stepping-stone to the liberation of all oppressed people in this
‘country and around the world. .

Bedroom Politics

I have briefly discussed the economic and psychological manipu’}
tion of Black women, but perhaps the most outlandish act of o
pression in modern times is the current campaign to promo
sterilization of non-white women in an attempt to maintain th
population and power imbalance between the w_hite haves and {]
_non-white have- nots.

These tactics are but another example of the many- dev1_o'
schemes that the, -ruling-class elite attempt to perpetrate on th
Black populatlon in order to keep itself in control. It has recent
come to our attention that a massive campaign for so-called “bir
control” is presently being promoted not.only in the underdeve
oped non-white areas of the world, but also in Black commu.
here in the United States. However, what the authorities in cha'_:
of these programs refer to as “birth control”is in fact nothing by
method of outright surglcal genocide.

['116 ]
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" The United States has been sponsoring sterilization clinics
n non-white countries, especially in India, where already some
three million young men and boys in and around New Delhj have
been sterilized in makeshift operating rooms set up by the Ameri-

“can Peace Corps workers. Under these circumstances, it is under-
_standable why certain countries view the Peace Corps not as a

benevolent project, not as evidence of America’s concern for un-
erdeveloped areas, but rather as a threat to their very existence.

- This program could more aptly be named the Death Corps.

* Vasectomy, which is performed on males and takes only six or
even minutes, is a-relatively simple operation. The sterilization of

‘awoman, on the other hand, is admittedly major surgery. This op-
‘eration (salpingectomy)* must be performed in a hospital under

eneral anesthesia. This method. of ¢ ‘birth control” is a common
rocedure in Puerto Rico. Puerto Rico has long been used by the
colonialist exploiter, the United States, as a huge experimental lab-
ratory for medical research before allowing certain practices to be
imported and used here. When the birth control pill was first being
erfected, it was tried out on Puerto Rican -women and selected
Black women (poor), using them as human guinea pigs; to evaluate
s effect and its efficiency.
Salpmgectomy has now become the commonest operation in
Puerto Rico, commoner than an appendectomy or a tonsillectomy.
15 so widespread that it is referred to simply as la operacion. On
the island, 10 percent of the women between the ages of 15 and 45
ave already been sterilized.
“And now, as previously occurred with the pill, this method has -
been impotted into the United States. These sterilization clinics are
opping up around the country in ‘the Black and Puerto Rican

¥ Salpingectomy: Through an abdominal i Incision, the surgeon cuts both fal-
ian tubes and ties off the separated ends, after which act there is no way for the
98 to pass from the ovary to the womb.
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‘communities. These so-called “maternity clinics” specifically out
fitted to purge Black women or men of their reproductive possibil
ities are appearing more and more in hospitals and clinics acros
the country. ‘ :

A number of organizations have been formed to populariz
the idea of sterilization, such as the Association for Voluntary Ster
ilization and the Human Betterment (!11?) Association for Volun
tary Sterilization, Inc., which has its headquarters in New Yorl
City. ' S

Threatened with the cut-off of relief funds, some Black welfate

women have been forced to accept this sterilization procedure i
exchange for a continuation of welfare benefits, Black women ar
often afraid to permit any kind of necessary surgery because the
know from bitter experience that they are more likely than not
come out of the hospital without their insides. (Both sélping'
tomies and hysterectomi'es are performed.)

We condemn this use of the Black woman as a medical testi
‘ground for the white middle class. Reports of the ill effects, inclu
ing deaths, from the use of the birth control pill only started:
come to light when the white privilegéd class began to be affected

~ These outrageous Nazi-like procedures on the part of medical
searchers are but another manifestation of the totally amoral a
dehumanizing brutality that the capitalist system perpetrate_s.:..
Black women. The sterilization experiments carried on imr conce
tration carrips,s'ome twenty-five years ago have been announc
the world over, but no one'seems to get upset by the repetition

 these same racist tactics today in the United States of America
land of the free and home of the brave. This campaign is as nefa
ous a program as Germany’s gas chambers, and in a long-te
' sense, as effective and with the same objective. - .

The rigid laws concerning abortions in this country are anot}

vicious means of subjugation and, indirectly, of outright murd
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Rich white women somehow ménage to obtain these operations
with little or no difficulty. It is the poor Black and Puerto Rican
woman who is at the mercy of the local butcher. Statistics show us
hat the non-white death rate at the hands of the unqualified abor-
i.onist is substantially higher than for white women. Nearly half of
he childbearing deaths in New York City are attributed to abortion
.-algne and out of these, 79 percent are among non-whites and
uerto Rican women, ' |
We are not saying that Black women should not practice birth
o‘ntr_ol. Black women have the right and the responsibility to deter-
ine when it 1s in the interest of the struggle to have children or not to
ave them, and this right must not be relinquished to anyone. It is also
%le'r right and responsibility to determine when it is in her own best
interests to have children, how many she will have, and how far
apart. The lack of the availability of safe birth-control methods, the
fp’;fced sterilization practices, and the inability to obtain legal abor-

,_.mpts to control the very life processes of human beings. This is a
Y_rr_lptom of a society that believes it has the right to bring political
actors intQ the privacy of the bedchamber. The elimination of
these horrendous conditions will free Black women for full partici-

lon in the revolution, and thereafter, in the building of the new
oclety, -~ - '

Relationship to White Movement

on movement in the United States, and the question arises
hether there are any parallels between this struggle and the move-
ent on the part of Black women for total emahcipation. While




THE BLack WoMAN

there are certain comparisons that one can make, simply because
we both live under the same exploitative system, there are certain
differences, some of which are quite basic.

The white women’s movement is far from bemg monolithic.
Any white group that does not have an anti-imperialist and anti-
racist ideology has absolutely nothing in common with the Black
woman’s struggle. In fact, some groups conie to the incorrect co
clusion that their oppression is due simply to male chauvinism:
They therefore have an extremely anti-male tone to their disserta-
tions. Black people are engaged in a life-and-death struggle and the
main emphasis of Black women must be to combat the capitalist,
racist exploitation of Black people. While it is true that male chau-
vinism has become institutionalized in American society, one must
always look for the main enemy—the fundamental cause of the fe-
male condition.

Another major differentiation is that the white women’s llbera
tion movement is basically middle-class. Very few of these women
suffer the extreme economic exploitation that most.Black women
are subjected to day by day. This is the factor that is most crucial fo;
us. Itis not an intellectual persecution alone; it is not an intellectual

“outburst for us; it is quite real. We as Black women have got to ded
‘with the problems that the Black masses deal with, for our pro
lemms in reality are one and the same.

If the white groups do not realize that they are in fact fightin
capitalism and racism, we do not have common bonds. If they d
not realize that the reasons for their condition lie in the system an
not simply that men get a vicarious pleasure out of “consumin
their bodies for exploitative reasons” (this kind of reasoning seem
to be quite prevalent in certain white women’s groups), then w
cannot unite w1th them around common grievances or even dis
cuss these groups in a serious manner because they're completel
irrelevant to the Black struggle.

[ 120 ]
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The New World

: .he Black community and Black women especially must begin.
raising questions about the kind of society we wish to see estab-
lished. We must note the ways in which capitalism oppresses us and
then move to create institutions that will ehmmate these destruc-
tive influences. :
- 'The new world that we are attemptmg to create must destroy
oppression of any type. The value of this new system will be deter-
mined by the status of the person.who was low man on the totem
pole. Unless women in any enslaved nation are completely liber-
ated, the change cannot really be called a revolution. If the Black
worman has to retreat to the position she occupied before the
armed struggle, the whole movement and the whole struggle will
ave retreated in terms of truly freeing the colonized population.
‘A people’s revolutlon that engages the participation of every
member of the community, including man, woman, and child,
rings about a certain transforination in the participants as a result
f this participation. Once you have caught a glimpse of freedom or
xperienced a bit of self-determination, you can’t go back to old rou—.
tines that were established under a racist, capitalist regime. We must
egin to understand that a revolution entails not only the willing-
ess to lay our lives on the firingline and getkilled. In some ways, this .
an easy commitment to make. To die for the revolution is a one-
hot deal; to live for the revolution means taking on the more diffi- -
glt commitment of changing our day-to-day life pattei'ns.
: This will mean changing the traditional routines that we have
s.tablished as a result of living in a totally corrupting society. It
eans changing hom'} you relate to your wife, your husband, your
arents, and your co-workers. If we are going to liberate ourselves
sa people, it must be recognized that Black Women-hsi-Ve Very spe-
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“ cific problems that have to be spoken to. We must be liberated
along with the rest of the population. We cannot wait to start wor.
ing on those problems until that great day in the future when the
revolution somehow miraculously is accomplished.

To assign women the role of housekeeper and mother whil >
men go forth into battle is a highly questionable doctrine for are .
olutionary to maintain. Each individual must develop a high polit-
ical consciousness in order to understand how this system enslaves
us all and what actions we must take to bring about its total de-
* struction. Those who consider themselves to be revolutiona
must begin to deal with other revolutionaries as equals. And so f
as I know, revolutionaries are not determined by sex. . '

Old people, young people, men and women, must take part in
the struggle. To relegate women to purely supportive roles or o
purely cultural considerations is dangerous doctrine to project.
Unless-Black men who are preparing themselves for armed struggle
understand that the society which we are trying to create is one:
which the oppreséion" of all members of that society is eliminaté
then the revolution will have failed in its avowed purpose.

Given the mutual ;ommitnient of Black men and Black women
alike to the liberation of our people and other oppressed peopl
around the world, the total involvement of each individual is ne
essary. A revolutionary has the responsibility not only of toppli
those that are now in a position of power, but of creating new iﬁs’
tutions that will eliminate all forms of oppression. We must beg
to rewrite our understandlng of tradltlonal personal relationships
betiween man and woman. '

All the resources that the Black community can muster up must
be channeled into the struggle. Black-women must take an act]
part in bringing about the kind of society where our children,
loved ones, and each citizen can grow up and live as decent hir
beings, free from the pressures of racism and capitalist exploitatio

On the Issue

Toni Cade

the last few years I have frequently been asked to speak on the
opic of the Black Woman’s Role in the Revolution. Invariably I get
little tongue tied at the outset, trying to clarify some of the diffi-
nlties I have even coping with the title. What Black woman did you
ave in mind? Each of us, after all, has particular skills and styles

t suit us for part1cular tasks in the struggle. I’'m not altogether
ife we agree on the term “revolution” or I wouldn’t be having so
uch difficulty with the phrase “woman’s role” I have always, I
ink, opposed the stereotypic definitions of ‘masculine” and
eminine,” not only because I thought it was a lot of merchandis-
g nonsense, but rather because I always found the either/or im-
i:'cit in those definitions antithetical to what I was all about-—and
hat revolution for self is all about—the whole persoh. AndIam
gihning to see, especially lately, that the usual notions of sexual

7 An excerpt from an autobiographical essay, The Scattered Sopranoes, deliv-

d as a lecture to the Livingston College Black Woman’s Seminar, December
69,




