
Different Approaches to Analyze a Historical Primary Source 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Presentist Approach        Historical Approach 
 
 

Has preconceptions of 
the world in a modern 
context and projects 
one’s contemporary 
values onto the 
reading of a text. 

Historically 
contextualizes the 
primary source and 
puts oneself into the 
timeframe of when 
the source was 
written. 


